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INTRODUCTION 

East China Township is committed to providing access to parks and recreation programs for everyone in 

the community and promoting the natural features that surround the township. The commitment to 

high quality amenities and support for healthy lifestyles goes beyond daily park maintenance. East China 

Township’s location on the St. Clair River and the Belle River offers distinctive natural features.  

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is intended to act as a guide when establishing priorities in 

development of new facilities, maintenance and design of existing facilities and public spaces. It will also 

serve as template for planning considerations on land use, and identifying opportunities for 

partnerships, collaborations and leveraging of resources.  A Five-Year Recreation Plan that is approved 

by the legislative body of the Township, and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) allows for 

participation in a variety of competitive grant applications and funding programs. 

The 2018-2022 Recreation Plan was prepared by the township’s Parks and Recreation Commission and 

adopted by the Township Board after several public meetings and a 30-day public review and comment 

period. As the townships facilities continue to become popular venues for family and group activities, 

the Recreation Plan will provide guidance for prioritizing maintenance and investment.  The plan was 

prepared in accordance with the “Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open 

Space, and Greenway Plans” from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

(Rev.03/19/15). 

The plan includes the following required sections: 

• Community Description: Description of the jurisdiction covered by the plan and the extent of its 

focus. 

• Administrative Structure:  Description of how park and recreation functions are carried out, 

including current and projected budgets and sources of funding, capital improvements, staffing, 

volunteers and partnerships (private and public). 

• Inventory of Existing Parks, Natural Areas and Recreation Facilities: Map and description of 

township owned recreational sites and Inspection Reports for previous DNR funded grant sites. 

• Description of Planning and Public Input Process: Evidence of public participation, public 

hearings and input from citizens, visitors and elected officials. 

• Goals and Objectives:  Specific goals and objectives that will be taken into consideration when 

setting priorities, evaluating development proposals and funding opportunities. 

• Action Plan:  Specific work items/tasks that may be undertaken by staff, volunteers or other 

partners during the next five years.  Where applicable, rough cost estimates may be included for 

reference purposes only. 

The Plan is intended to paint broad strokes for thoughtful review and ideas. It is not intended to be a 

rigid document without flexibility or alterations to accommodate unforeseen opportunities or needs of 

the community.  It is not a budget, nor a work agreement or an implementation schedule.  It is simply a 

plan for reference and guidance. 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

East China Township is approximately 4,388 acres and located along the western shore of the St. Clair 

River which serves as an international border with Canada.  The township also includes the Belle River 

and portions of the Pine River.  Detroit is approximately 45 miles southwest and the city of St. Clair is 

along the township’s north boundary, Marine City is to the south, and China Township to the west.  The 

township is located within St. Clair County which has a population of 176,137 and an active Parks and 

Recreation Commission that provides revenue sharing to the township through an annual recreation 

millage. The population of East China Township is approximately 3,788 according to Southeastern 

Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG).  The township is serviced primarily by M-29 State Highway 

running north and south, the I-94 is an easy connection via the Fred Moore Highway or the Marine City 

access.   

East China Township has a positive reputation as a family friendly, active community that values its 

proximity to the water and well maintained open spaces.  The relatively small population size is 

deceiving as the area provides recreation programs and land for many of the neighboring communities 

and serves several rural areas to the west.  The topography is mainly flat and low, with woodlands and 

waterfront features. 

The plan is prepared for within the single township boundaries and reviews programs and facilities that 

are owned and operated by the township.  Private facilities are noted as they have an impact on the 

variety of recreation that is available in the community, but they are not evaluated. The intention of the 

plan is to inventory existing conditions, recognize opportunities for improvements, establish goals and 

specific action items to reach those goals during the next five years, and identify potential financial 

resources.  This includes the ability to apply for the competitive grants offered by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources.   
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

Providing safe and diverse park and recreation services that are well maintained, relevant and inclusive 

requires three main factors - a dedicated administration, community volunteers and a stable funding 

base.  East China Township is fortunate to have a history of all three in place. 

In 1917, Public Act 156 authorized cities, villages, counties, townships and school districts to operate 

systems of public recreation and playgrounds.  In 1956, the Township Board appointed its first Park 

Commission members in accordance with Act 271, as amended by Act 33 of 1949.  Since that time, East 

China Township has maintained an elected board that has seven members that serve four-year terms, 

and meet once a month (the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.) to oversee the operations 

of the public parks, recreation facilities and programs. The meetings are open to the public and posted 

on the township’s website. The Commission has the responsibility of making recommendations for 

improvements, new developments, programs, grant applications and budgets. 

The staff consists of one part-time Park Manager, and a part-time Summer Recreation Program Director.  

Financial, Clerical and Public Work tasks are managed by the Township’s full-time employees and the 

Chairperson of the Parks Commission, as well as the other commissioners, are dedicated and lend their 

expertise and time to a variety of issues. A member of the Township Board sits on the Parks Commission 

and is an effective liaison between the two boards. 

The Township Board of Trustees ultimately has the authority to approve expenditures and grant 

applications, enter into contracts, sell or purchase land on behalf of the community, and handle 

personnel issues. The Board of Trustees are elected to serve a four-year term and consists of seven 

members with the Township Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer having rights and responsibilities. They 

meet twice a month (1st and 3rd Monday at 7:30 P.M.) at the Township Hall and the meetings are open 

to the public and posted on their website.  The township also publishes a quarterly newsletter that is 

distributed to all properties and posted on the same website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Park Commission 
7 Elected Members (4 yr. terms) 

Township Residents 

Township Board 
7 Elected Members (4 yr. terms) 

 

Township Supervisor 

Township Staff 

(Park Manager, DPW, Admins, 

Seasonal) 
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Budget and Source of Volunteers 

The current budget and projected expenditures are shown below.  The Township receives an annual 

allocation from the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission millage.  The millage has been in 

effect for over 23 years and distributes 25% of the millage funds collected back to the local units of 

government.  The township received $16,208.09 in 2017 based upon the 2010 census population count 

of 3,788. 

Revenues 
County Millage  $  16,222.87  

Capital Improve. Fund  $  50,000.00  

Recreation Program Fees  $    5,139.00  

Park Facilities Use  $    8,500.00  

Recreation Permits  $                 -    

Vending Commissions  $                 -    

Parking Fees  $                 -    

Launch Fees  $                 -    

Foundation/Endowments  $                 -    

General Funds Allocation  $                 -    

Total  $  79,861.87  

Total Operating 
Revenues 

 $  66,222.87  

Expenditures 
Wages & Benefits (Park 
& DPW) 

 $    65,894.16  

Operating 
Supplies/Contracts 

 $    18,125.07  

DPW Labor & Equipment  $    36,638.92  

Recreation Programs  $      5,945.98  

Maintenance/Capital 
Improvement 

 $    15,300.00  

Other  $                   -    

Total Expenditures  $  141,904.13  

 

Additional budget considerations include a set aside of $50,000 from the Township Capital Improvement 

Fund that may be used for capital projects at the parks or related to the improvements.  The budget 

reflects $5,139 in monies received as fees charged for recreation programs and $8,500 received from 

the rental charges of park facilities.  

Volunteers 

Volunteers programs such as “Adopt A Park” or “Make a Difference Day” are events that could increase 

the level of oversight for the parks, trails and open spaces.  The school district is a wonderful partner to 

have regarding the use and maintenance of the park areas.  Partnerships with the American Youth 

Soccer Organization (AYSO) allows families from adjacent communities to participate in sport programs 

at the Township Park and see firsthand the high quality of the facility and what it offers in addition to 

soccer fields.  Pride in these recreation areas is not limited to a zip code or survey boundaries.  A 

number of volunteers offer their time and talents when special events are held, planting and 

maintaining flower beds at the Freedom Memorial Garden, river clean up events, or similar needs.  In 

fact, a few items in the five-year plan could be accomplished by these wonderful volunteers including 

the donation of materials to paint signs, repair benches or build recycle bins and trash receptacles. 

School clubs, Church groups, service clubs, and interest groups will continue to be an asset to the 

township and its park and recreation program. 
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING PARKS, NATURAL AREAS AND 

RECREATION FACILITIES 

A site visit was conducted at each park and 

recreation facility owned by the township.  

Consultation with the St. Clair County Parks and 

Recreation Commission and the St. Clair County 

Metropolitan Planning Commission provided 

additional maps and insight as to the county’s 

short term and long-term goals and how they 

may compliment the goals of the township 

during the next five years. 

The inventory included at a minimum the park 

or facility name, size in acreage, description of 

the park and its general purpose, and the 

amenities offered at each site.  In addition, 

maps are provided that illustrate the park’s 

primary service areas (1/4 mile for 

“walkability”, 1/2 mile and 3 mile radius).  An 

evaluation of accessibility factors and 

recommendations for improvements for each 

facility was also completed.  In total, the 

township enjoys seven public parks or 

recreational facilities that cover 96 acres and 

has excellent non-motorized pathways that 

includes the Bridge to Bay Trail.  

Accessibility and inclusive play for everyone is 

important to the township.  This Plan highlights 

areas that have been made accessible and 

those that are ready for the investment as 

funds or volunteer services become available.  

Under the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Standards for Accessible Design, a 

ranking system is used.  A ranking from 1 to 5 

(1=none of the site amenities meet ADA 

Standards and 5=all of the facility/site amenities 

meet not only ADA, but also the Principles of 

Universal Design) was used and is given as part 

of the Resource Inventory Table.  In accordance 

with Michigan DNR standards, facilities are 

evaluated to determine their score not as a 

punishment, but as a means to determine 

needs and awareness.  In this plan not only 

were the facilities evaluated, but also the 

parking lots and access routes to the facilities. 

Reviews at each site did not include inspection, 

review or determination in any manner of the 

condition or safety of any parking lot, facility, 

playscape or equipment. The following 

guidelines were used; however, the review is 

not meant to replace a professional 

assessment, nor to make specific 

recommendations that a qualified or certified 

inspector would determine. 

1 – none of the facilities or park areas 

meet accessibility guidelines 

2 – some of the facilities or park areas 

meet accessibility guidelines 

3 – most of the facilities or park areas 

meet accessibility guidelines 

4 – the entire facility or park area meets 

accessibility guidelines 

5 – the entire facility or park area was 

renovated or newly constructed using 

Universal Design guidelines that exceed 

accessibility guidelines. 

While the parks had some degree of 

accessibility, there are opportunities to improve 

the sites and encourage inclusive play.  

The township is committed to including 

accessibility and environmental factors when 

reviewing proposals for improvements and 

infrastructure at each site.  Improvements to 

existing playscapes, additional walkways to 

benches/tables and equipment are planned as 

funding sources become available. 
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The National Recreation and Parks Association 

(NRPA) provides standards that suggest park 

systems fall into categories based upon size, 

function, and services provided per population 

targets of 1,000 persons.   

NRPA Park Classification 

 

A table that summarizes each facility and their 

location is given in the attached maps. 

When reviewing the township’s facilities and 

making a comparison to the NRPA Standards, it 

appears that there are no deficiencies regarding 

the acreage of park or open spaces, nor 

recreational facilities available to the public.  

The future growth of downriver communities 

and the continued appeal of the beautiful 

waterfront, unencumbered with environmental 

quality issues; and that has easy access and 

close proximity to the Detroit metropolitan area 

may result in changes to the demand placed 

upon the community for recreational services 

and parking in the future. 

There are some gaps in the service areas when 

you apply the standard for Neighborhood Parks 

of 1/4-1/2 mile.  Some of those areas are 

connected with the non-motorized pathways to 

the Township Park or properties primarily used 

as commercial and institutional (River District 

Hospital) and not residential.  There remain 

some gaps, but when a 1 mile service area is 

reviewed it appears that most neighborhoods 

are included. 

 

Review Summary of Parks and 

Recreation Facilities 

East China Township Park 

The park consists of 80 acres and is located on 

the west side of M-29 at the intersection of 

Recor Road.  It is directly across the street from 

the Township Hall and is the largest recreational 

facility.  The park is well maintained and shows 

evidence of thoughtful design.  Amenities 

include baseball field, numerous soccer fields, a 

sledding hill, pickle ball courts, a disc golf 

course, a large playscape, volleyball net, several 

pavilions of which one is large enough for family 

reunions and team picnics, large charcoal grill 

(in disrepair), benches, picnic tables, swings and 

slides.  There is an adult fitness circuit installed 

near the pavilion and playscape that would 

encourage everyone to participate in a few 

moments of exercise while waiting for the 

burgers on the grill.  There is a need for 

Name Description Service Area Size Criteria

Mini Park Small, Unique < 1/4 neighborhood < 1 acre

Neighborhood Park Variety of Activities 1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 2-10 acres

Community Park
Variety, Organized Sports, Active 

and Passive Areas
1/2 mile to 3 miles 10+ acres
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additional inclusive and accessible play 

equipment.  Perhaps consideration for a 

platform swing, arch swing or Zero G swing to 

accommodate those with mobility issues.  

Several picnic tables and benches are in place 

but lack an accessible, hard surface walkway 

that connects the bench to the existing 

walkway. The large 2 acre dog park is located 

east of the activity area and has an additional 

parking lot within the secure area.  It appears to 

be a very popular part of the park.  It was noted 

that the gate access to the dog park does not 

appear to meet ADA guidelines, and there have 

been comments regarding the drainage area 

along the tree line on the west side.  

Suggestions were received regarding moving 

the west side fence back in by several feet east 

of the tree line as a way to keep the dogs (and 

owners) out of the wet and muddy conditions.  

This would also allow for easier fall clean ups by 

maintenance crew as the tree line would now 

be outside of the enclosure. Several restroom 

facilities are in the park and conveniently 

located near the baseball field, the play and 

picnic area and sledding hill. 

As repairs and maintenance are undertaken, 

ADA and Universal Design guidelines will 

continue to be incorporated as feasible. There is 

a large sign (two) at the Recor Road and M-29 

entrance to the park with a planting bed. 

River Park 

The River Park is located along M-29 and the St. 

Clair River at the southern end of the township.  

It is a small park in a beautiful setting along the 

river.  It is popular with fishermen and 

neighborhood families that wish to watch the 

freighters go by on warm summer evenings.  

The park has a small parking lot (9 spaces) that 

needs re-striping to designate barrier free space 

and a single permanent restroom with storage 

facility.  There is an access walkway to the 

riverfront, and brick pavers along the steel 

seawall.  The wall and railing are in need of 

repair, tie rods are exposed in two places and 

several bricks are either missing, heaving, or 

have been damaged.  There are 3 plastic coated 

benches, 3 metal benches and 4 picnic tables, a 

toddler slide and four overhead pole lights.  The 

tables and benches are not connected by 

accessible walkways.  There is no signage that 

indicates the name of the park at the entrance 

or from the street. 
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Rivera Park 

The Rivera Park is located east of busy M-29 

and tucked into a small neighborhood side 

street, along the St. Clair River.  It is surrounded 

by single family dwellings and another popular 

spot for quiet enjoyment of the river and 

nature.  Several birdhouses, bat boxes and well-

maintained plantings have been installed that 

provide a tranquil area to fish or relax.  There is 

a concrete walkway (four feet wide) and a new 

access walkway that connects a picnic table and 

grill to the entrance path and riverfront. There 

are two benches (metal) at the riverfront and a 

protective guardrail.  Due to the nature of the 

park and its location, it only has room for three 

paved parking spaces. The parking spaces are 

not striped and there is no signage at the park 

entrance. 

Manor Park 

Manor Park is located at the north end of the 

township and within an established 

neighborhood.  It is a bit larger that River Park 

or Rivera Park, but does not have the 

waterfront or views.  It primarily serves the 

surrounding neighborhood and does include  

play equipment.  It is adjacent to a wooded area 

and has additional potential for development. 

Non-motorized Pathway – Bridge to Bay 

Connection 

A portion of the Bridge to Bay trail runs through 

East China Township.  Over 3.5 miles of paved 

trail is located within the township.  When fully 

completed, the Bridge to Bay Trail is intended 

to link the International Blue Water Bridge to 

Anchor Bay.  Along the way, the trail connects 

parks, nature centers, and waterfronts.  It 

serves as the hub for auxiliary paths to smaller 

communities, retail centers and existing trails 

such as the Wadhams to Avoca Trail or other 

shared use pathways that encourage biking, 

hiking and walking in our communities. Signage 

and wayfinding exists, but additional markers 

could be installed along the route to indicate 

distance to parks, commercial centers, or other 

sites. All parks could benefit from bike racks and 

bike repair stations. 

Freedom Memorial Garden 

The Freedom Memorial Garden is a small oasis 

at the intersection of M-29 and St. Clair Shores 

Boulevard.  It has a well-maintained planting 

bed and benches.  It is really too small to be 

considered a park, but it does provide a nice 

area for neighbors to meet and chat or share a 

cup of coffee.  
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Springborn/Belle River  

The area has recently been improved to 

accommodate a kayak and canoe launch and 

has become a popular access point to the river.    

Township Property 

The township acquired additional 13 acres east 

of the Township Hall.  There are two inadequate 

tennis courts on the site and no other 

amenities.  The township has no immediate or 

specific plans for development.  During the 

public input process, several mentioned the 

desire for a (golf) driving range.  

Township Hall 

While not considered a traditional recreation 

facility, the township hall serves as a public 

meeting place, has ADA restrooms, a paved 

parking lot with barrier free parking and 

government offices.  The Township Hall is 

located on a 1 acre site along M-29 and across 

the street (to the east) of the Township Park. 

During normal business hours it serves as a 

convenient location for obtaining information 

on recreational services, programs and maps of 

the area. 

School District or Privately-owned Facilities:  

There is not a public school located within the 

township boundaries and therefore no school 

playgrounds or open spaces.  However, there 

are facilities within the township that are 

owned and operated by the school district. 

East China Stadium 

The Stadium is located west of the Township 

Hall off of Meisner Road.  The stadium is lite, 

well maintained and hosts football, soccer, and 

track tournaments.  It has bleachers, restrooms, 

concession stands and parking.  Both Marine 

City and St. Clair utilize the stadium for their 

events.   

East China School District Performing Arts 

Center 

The Performing Arts Center is a 635-seat 

theatre built nearly 15 years ago and is located 

next to the stadium.  The Center is used by not 

only theatre groups, but also as a venue for 

concerts, art shows, award ceremonies, and 

community events. 

Southeastern Michigan Conservation Club 

The Conservation Club has a meeting space and 

property on Belle River Road.  It has an area for 

picnic tables and a picnic shelter.   

Additional Recreational Facilities 

(within a half hour driving 

distance) * 

Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority’s Lake St. 

Clair Metropark – Located 25 miles southwest 

of East China Township on Lake St. Clair.  The 

750 acre park includes 7 miles of waterfrontage 

and a nearly 1,600 foot boardwalk.  It offers a 

boat ramp, fishing access, restrooms and 

concessions. 

Clay Township Boat Launch – Located 12 miles 

south of East China Township and has boat 

ramps directly onto the St. Clair River. 

Marine City Boat Launch – Located 4 miles 

south of the township and has large capacity for 

parking and launching boats directly on the St. 

Clair River. 

Pine Shores Golf Course -  A nine-hole public 

golf course located in St. Clair along the Fred 

Moore Highway. 

Rattle Run Golf Course – An eighteen-hole 

public golf course located in China Township on 

St. Clair Highway. 
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St. Clair Flats Wildlife Area – A 6,426 acre 

wildlife preserve that includes marshlands and 

hunting areas.  It is located 10 miles south of 

the township. 

Algonac State Park – Located 8 miles south 

along the water.  It has 1,500 acres that provide 

fishing access, playground equipment and picnic 

areas. 

Port Huron State Game Area – Located 25 miles 

northwest.  The 6,000 acres has room for small 

game hunting, fishing, and hiking. 

Columbus County Park – Located along the Belle 

River west of the township.  The 385 acre site is 

owned by the St. Clair County Parks and 

Recreation Commission and has developed into 

a prime site for horse trails, biking trails, hiking 

and nature walks.   

Goodells County Park – Located 20 miles west 

of the township.  The 324 acre site is also 

owned and operated by the St. Clair County 

Parks and Recreation Commission.  It includes 

BMX Bike Track, nature education center, 

splash pad, equestrian facilities, community 

center, historical museums and shops.  It is 

home to the annual County Fair and many 4H 

events.  

Pine River Nature Center – The St. Clair County 

Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) 

owns the 90 acre site.  The area is primarily 

forest and wetlands where educational 

programs are held regarding environmental 

sciences. 

Fort Gratiot County Park – Also owned and 

operated by the St. Clair County Parks and 

Recreation Commission.  This site is a 30 acre 

waterfront park along Lake Huron’s shore.  It 

maintains permanent restrooms, pavilions with 

picnic tables and benches, and paved parking 

with barrier free spaces. 

Lakeport State Park – Located 20 miles north of 

the township along the shores of Lake Huron.  It 

offers camping (RV and tent sites), picnic 

shelters, tables and grills, restrooms and 

volleyball sand pits. It is also a popular spot for 

bird watching and canoeing. 

Wadhams to Avoca Trail – St. Clair County Parks 

and Recreation Commission began the trail in 

1999 with the purchase of surface rights to 9.82 

miles of railroad right-of-way.  As time went on, 

additional property was purchased and has 

resulted in 12 miles of paved trails available to 

the public for biking and walking. 

*information courtesy of Wade Trim 

Consultants’ review provided in the approved 

2012-2016 East China Township Recreation Plan 

Accessibility 

Evaluation/Considerations 

As noted, site visits were conducted at all of the 

township parks and facilities.  However, field 

inspections were limited to observations of the 

general condition and location of park 

amenities only.  Reviews did not include 

inspection, review or determination in any 

manner of the condition or safety of any 

parking lot, facility, playscape or equipment. 

The reviews are not meant to replace a 

professional assessment, nor make specific 

recommendations that a qualified or certified 

inspector would determine. 

Township Park – Dog park access gate, access 

walkway to some of the picnic tables and 

benches with cement pad adequate to place a 

wheelchair next to a bench or maneuver around 

a picnic table, inclusive play equipment, 
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designated barrier free parking and restroom 

updates. 

 

River Park – Restroom updates, seawall 

improvements to include new walkway 

(perhaps stamped concrete rather than pavers), 

an access walkway to one of the picnic tables 

and bench, parking lot designed to clearly 

designate barrier free space. 

Manor Park, Springborn/Belle River – Future 

paved walkways to include connection to picnic 

table and bench areas, and around features for 

accessibility. Any play equipment to consider 

inclusive play items and paved parking to 

include barrier free spaces properly striped and 

signed. 

Status of Grant Assisted Facilities 

The Department of Natural Resources requires that community who receive state grant funds for 

recreational programs, improvements and acquisitions continue to manage and evaluate the status of 

those facilities.  A formal Post Completion Self Inspection Report has been completed on the following 

recreational grants that were received from the State. 

 

Location Grant # Amount

I. East China Bike Trail TF94-092 160,700.00$                                              

Description

Status

II. Township Park BF92-143 -$                                                             

Description

Status

III. Township Park CM99-008 -$                                                             

Description

Status

IV. Township Park 26-01561 -$                                                             

Description

Status

3,300 foot trail to Meisner Road and 10,410 Trail to Degurse, Drainage and Bridge Improvements.

Restroom & Storage Building, 17,710 feet of trail, drainage and bridge improvements.

Parking lots and access drives, guardrail, ditch swales, stone bumpers, traffic signs, trees and entrance gate.

Pavilion (gazebo), Trail and parking lot pavement

Trail remains in full use and good condition.

Both buildings and trail remain in full use and in good condition.

Parking lot and access drive remains in good condition.

All remain in use and in good condition.
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1 East China Township Park 80.00 X 4 X 3 6 4 X X 4 X X 2 X 4 X X X X X 1 X X 3

2 River Park 0.24 X 1 X X X X X 3

3 Rivera Park 0.30 X X X X 3

4 Manor Park 1.65 X X X 1 X 2

5 Bike Path (Bay-to-Bridge) N/A X X 3

6 Township Property 13.04 X 2 3

7 Township Hall Offices 1.00 X 1 2

8 Springborn/Belle River Access 0.20 X X 2

9 Freedom Memorial Garden 0.10 2

96.53

10 East China Stadium and Track 11.00 X 1 X X X 3

11 East China School District Office 7.00 X 1 3

18.00

12 SE Michigan Conservation Club Private X X X X 4 X X X X N/A

0.00

Source: BMJ Engineer & Surveyors, Inc. and Township Staff, October 2017

Total Acreage

Total Acreage

Total Acreage
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT 

PROCESS

The planning process cannot be successful 

simply by relying on statistics or nation-wide 

standards.  The information is useful as a guide, 

but should not dictate a community’s decisions 

regarding investments and developments.  An 

effective tool during the planning process is 

direct public input. The standards given by the 

National Parks and Recreation Association 

regarding minimum size of sport facilities are 

reliable for designing those facilities and for 

identifying deficiencies in existing facilities.  

However, the decision to offer a facility starts 

with the desires of the community and the 

input received from its residents and visitors. 

It is important to engage the public early in the 

process and to keep them engaged after the 

plan is adopted so that there is an ongoing 

exchange of ideas and support.  Actively seeking 

public input increases the chances of true 

collaboration and commitment to the projects 

desired.  This translates into volunteer support, 

financial support and creative solutions to 

challenges. 

The process of public input has never really 

stopped since the current Recreation Plan was 

adopted in 2012.  Citizens comments, 

suggestions and criticisms have been gladly 

received as they are offered.  Those issues 

which could be addressed immediately were, 

those that required financial resources or long-

term investments have been noted and have 

made their way into the Recreation Plan. 

However, as a formal process, the township 

began this summer with sending out a survey as 

part of their quarterly newsletter that is sent to 

all households in the township.  Discussions 

were held during open public meetings of the 

Parks and Recreation Commission(Commission) 

and information was gathered from the Park 

Manager and Public Work staff members. 

Public comments were requested and 

advertised for on the township’s website and 

monthly update. 

On September 13, 2017 at the Parks and 

Recreation Commission meeting it was decided 

to hire a consultant to update the current 

Recreation Plan and to incorporate the 

information gathered to date. 

On October 11, 2017, a scheduled public 

comment period was held as advertised on the 

website, during the regular monthly meeting of 

the Parks and Recreation Commission to hear 

additional public input regarding recreational 

needs or concerns from the community. 

On November 8, 2017 the Commission received 

a draft plan to begin a formal 30-day comment 

period.  The draft plan was made available for 

public viewing at the Township Hall and on line 

from the Township’s website.  Electronic copies 

were sent to the St. Clair County Metropolitan 

Planning Commission, the Southeastern 

Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 

and adjacent communities requesting their 

comments prior to December 15, 2017. 

Also on November 8th, the Commission set a 

public hearing and workshop regarding the 

draft plan for December 6, 2017. 

On December 13, 2017 the Commission 

approved the draft plan after public audiences 

were given an opportunity to make comments, 

and authorized the plan to be forwarded on to 

the Board of Trustees for their review and 

approval. 

On December 18, 2017 the East China Township 
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Board of Trustees, after public audiences were 

given an opportunity to make comments, 

approved the plan and authorized the plan to 

be forwarded to the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources for their review and 

approval. 

Copies of the Affidavits of Publication, Public Notices, Certified Resolutions, and related public input 

material are in the Appendix. 

 

General Demographic, Physical, and Social Characteristics 

 During the preparation of the Plan several conversations were held with elected officials, park 

commissioners, staff and individuals that were at the park facilities.  As a result of those conversations, 

review of the survey results, and public comments during open meetings, goals and objectives have 

been established.  The general goal of the township is to provide recreation facilities that meet the 

needs of the community. However, more specific goals and objectives that result in a five-year action 

plan are not only based upon public input, but also consideration of the demographic and socio-

economical characteristics of East China Township and the surrounding area. 

 

Population Forecast 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 
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Forecasted Population Change 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 

Housing Types 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 
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Housing Tenure 

 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 

 

Household Incomes 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 

Poverty 

 

(SEMCOG 2017) 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The current Recreation Plan provides a consistent goal that best describes the township’s mission 

regarding recreation:   

"To acquire, develop, maintain and preserve sufficient open space and facilities to 

serve the needs of the Township’s current and future population.  

This common goal may be achieved in a variety of ways that are presented as more specific goals and 

objectives for the next five years. 

GOAL 1.  Promote healthy lifestyles and active play for everyone in the community regardless 

of age, physical challenges or socio-economic status. 

Objective: Offer a variety of programs and types of facilities that appeal to all ages. 

Objective:  Collaborate with local health agencies, service clubs, school district, interest groups and 

private partners to promote recreation facilities and parks. 

Objective:  Expand use of social media and website to promote programs and to generate public 

participation, attract sponsors and potential partners. 

GOAL 2. Provide safe, accessible and inclusive public parks and recreation facilities that meet 

the current needs of the community. 

Objective:  Inspect, maintain and upgrade safety features at existing parks and recreation facilities. 

Objective:  Develop a Maintenance Plan that includes weekly, monthly, seasonal and annual 

maintenance functions, prepare inspection reports and maintain repair records to assist in prioritizing 

investment funds. 

Objective:  Investigate and evaluate security measures in use or available. 

Objective:  Provide a wide range of recreation programs and equipment for all ages, including aging 

adults. 

Objective:  Commit to including inclusive play equipment and features and accessible walkways when 

designing or planning for improvements to the parks and facilities. 

GOAL 3.  Plan for land acquisition opportunities that increase accessibility, promote diverse 

recreation, healthy lifestyles, improve water access, or protect natural resources or habitats. 

Objective:  Prepare site plans for each park and facility that identifies and evaluates property in the area 

that may, if it becomes available, provide added value to the site. 

Objective:  Review existing non-motorized trails and identify potential gaps or opportunities for 

secondary trails if land were to become available. 
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GOAL 4.  Promote Environmental stewardship and sustainability. 

Objective:  Use best practices for storm water management when designing improvements to existing 

parks and facilities; and with design elements for new construction, as feasible. 

Objective:  Encourage recycling in the parks by providing more recycle bins and educational signage. 

Objective:  Promote use of energy efficient lighting, water conservation features, natural and solar 

lighting, amenities made from recycled materials, and encourage use of native plantings and drought 

resistance landscaping within the parks. 

Objective:  Encourage educational spaces within the park that includes gardens, wildlife habitats, 

informational display boards, signage and website links. 

Objective:  Continue to maintain and seek opportunities to expand the non-motorized trails and 

pathways.  Provide bike racks and tire pump/repair stations within the parks. 

GOAL 5.  Encourage fiscal responsibility and sustainability for parks and recreation facility 

budgets. 

Objective:  Develop financial resources beyond existing revenue sources. 

Objective:  Develop specific projects to market and create a fundraising campaign for private and 

corporate donations. 

Objective:  Investigate private and public grant funds, foundations, endowments, and sponsorships for 

programs, park and recreation facility improvements. 

Objective:  Reach out to volunteer organizations to determine overlapping interests and leverage talent. 
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ACTION PLAN 

Completing the objectives within the next five years will greatly depend upon securing financial 

resources.  The current budget does not have adequate funding for all of the desired projects.  

Therefore, it is necessary to prioritize improvements and to become active in the search for matching 

funds, grants, loans, donations, sponsorships and project specific fundraisers.  Due to their size and the 

nature of the improvements, some locations such as River Park, could benefit from one large and 

coordinated fundraising campaign that provides visibility to the park’s needs and brings in a wide variety 

of financing partners. Rather than piece meal the repairs over the five years, which may not capture the 

attention of the community, an all at once approach may lead to greater awareness and donations.  It 

also means less disruption for the users of the park if there is a time frame for all improvements and a 

completion date with a community celebration.  Other items listed in the five-year plan are by nature 

ongoing and will take place throughout the time period.  Energy efficiency improvements and 

maintenance to trails take place as needed or when other improvements are made. Natural features, 

watersheds, drainage, erosion, and similar environmental issues will also be addressed as necessary. 
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Year 1 : 2018 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Township Park 
Improve volleyball courts (sand and 
edging) $5-7,000 PR Fund, Donation 

  
Upgrade horseshoe pit (tournament 
ready, fence, backstop) $3-5,000 PR Fund, Donation 

  
Accessible walkways (5ft min) to activity 
sites, select picnic tables/benches $6-8,000 PR Fund, Force 

  Add inclusive play equipment - swings $2-5,000 
PR, Grant, 
Donation 

  
Play equipment/obstacle course at 
existing dog park $3-5,000 PR, Donation 

  Accessible entrance gate to dog park TBD   

  ADA table/bench at dog park $2,000    

  New grills $800-1,500   

  
Map/display board of all parks and 
locations TBD   

  
Activity location map/display kiosk at main 
entrance TBD   

  
Restrooms to have timed locking 
mechanism installed TBD   

  Electrical upgrade to pavilion #1 TBD   

  Recycle bins, waste bins, UD benches $500/ea   

        

Manor Park Play equipment/inclusive play $10-25,000   

        

River Park 
Evaluate park design (improve access 
pathways, landscaping) TBD   

  
Replace picnic tables, benches for UD, 
grill, recycle and waste bins 

$500-
1,500/ea   

  Add inclusive play equipment (2-6 yr) $5-10,000   

  Seawall repair/replacement TBD   

  
Accessible walkway to river front and a 
table, bench TBD   

  
Repave/restripe parking lot, provide 
barrier-free spot, new curb stops TBD   

  Install new sign at entrance or boulevard $1-2,000   

  Small pavilion or shade structure $5-35,000   

  Landscaping and remove willow tree $2-5,000   
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Year 2 : 2019 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Township Park Baseball field backstops $2-5,000/ea   

  
Play equipment at soccer field (with access 
components) $15-25,000   

        

Manor Park UD Benches/Table/Access Walkway $5-8,000   

        

Springborn/Belle 
River Launch New inclusive play equipment (sm) $5-10,000   

  
New grills, UD tables, bench, access 
walkway, recycle and waste bins $5-8,000   

  Natural breakwall/erosion control TBD   

  Pergola or small pavilion $5-20,000   

Year 3 : 2020 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Township Park 
Extend/maintain/improve bike path at 
South end of park along soccer fields $5-15,000   

  
Replace/repair play equipment (add new 
inclusive play components) $5-35,000   

  Small covered pavilion in dog park $25-40,000   

        

Rivera Park Install new privacy fence on North side $7-10,000   

  
Park amenities: UD table, bench, recycle 
and waste bins $3-5,000   

  Small pavilion or pergola $5-20,000   

  Parking improvements TBD   

Year 4 : 2021 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Township Park Dog park for small dogs created $25-50,000   

  
New large gazebo or pavilion for rental 
events $50-75,000   

  

Install landscaping, educational nature 
stations (pollination stations, butterfly 
gardens, signs) TBD   

  Disc golf concrete tee pads TBD   
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Year 5 : 2022 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Township Park New splash pad $75-150,000   

  
Parking lot accessibility improvements at 
main entrance and soccer field area $20-200,000   

  New tennis courts TBD   

  Upgrade soccer fields TBD   

  Small storage facility for rec. programs $5-10,000   

  New bridge, landscaping, drainage TBD   

        

Manor Park Additional parking as available TBD   

  New sport or hobby activity center TBD   

        

Springborn/Belle 
River Launch Land acquisition for parking TBD   

        

Township 
Property Golf driving range TBD   

  Roller hockey court (or Main Park) TBD   

  New tennis courts (or Main Park) TBD   

Years 1-5 

Site Project Cost Estimate Possible Funding 

Non-motorized 
trails Repairs/Maintenance TBD   

  Extensions to secondary trails TBD   

  Extension west along Bree Road $80-150,000   

        

All Parks Bike racks/repair stations 
$800-
1,500/ea   

  Dredging, drainage TBD   

  Energy efficiency TBD   

  Tree planting/removal TBD   

  Signage TBD   

  ADA accessibility improvements TBD   

        

Other 

Property acquisition as feasible for 
parking, water access, habitat protection, 
accessibility, environmental concerns, 
watersheds,  or security TBD   

  Community center TBD   
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MAPS       

RECREATION FACILITIES MAP – ¼ MILE RADIUS 
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RECREATION FACILITIES MAP – ½ MILE RADIUS 
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RECREATION FACILITIES MAP – 3 MILE RADIUS 

  



 MAPS 

  
 

29 
 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MAPS – TRAILS 
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MAP – BRIDGE TO BAY 

TRAIL 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A – Public Participation, Authorizing Resolutions 

 

 

Appendix B – Classification of Parks 
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Appendix C – Suggested Facility Development Standards 
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Appendix D – Transmittal Letters to St. Clair County Metro Planning 

and to SEMCOG For Review/Comment on Draft and Final 

 

 

Appendix E – Transmittal Letter – Hardcopy of Final Plan and 

Confirming Electronic Submission to MDNR 

 

 

Appendix F – MDNR Recreation Plan Checklist Signed by Township 

Supervisor 

 

 

Appendix G – Copy of “Post-Completion Reports” Submitted 

Separately to MDNR 

 

 


